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THE PREDICTABLE PERIODIC 
REVOLTS OF YOUTH 
[By Sir RAPHAEL CILENTO, Kt., M.D., F.R.Hist.S.Q.] 
(Delivered before the Society, 23 July 1970.) 
You might well ask what I mean by "predictable periodi-
city." The words might seem to imply that revolts of youth 
occur at regular intervals of time and can therefore be antici-
pated and predicted. That is not my meaning at all. 
Revolts occur whenever the forces that produce them 
reach crisis point, and since their symptoms are always the 
same, it can be predicted that when they appear and con-
tinue, the end-result wiU be revolt. 
And why revolts "of youth?" 
Obviously because the young people of 18 to 35 years 
make up the main mass of the population; have three-
quarters to one-half their years still before them and, there-
fore, are most deeply involved—because they must survive 
the social and economic upheaval of the revolt until it ex-
hausts itself and a new equUibrium is reached. 
The life pattern of any organism (and I include nations 
and civilizations, which I consider actual organisms) begins 
with birth and the slow growth of childhood; reaches the 
stage of realization and individuality at puberty (the spring-
time of life); is marked by an aggressive desire for recogni-
tion and achievement in early adulthood (with a variable 
degree of success) leading to maturity with a summer of ex-
pression and an autumn of fruits; and, ultimately, to a winter 
of decline, the diseases of age, and the stalemate that pre-
cedes dissolution or death. 
"THE FATAL DISORDERS OF SOCIAL SENILITY" 
During the spring and summer of this life-pattern the 
building up process (anabolism) is dominant and remains so 
during the plateau of maturity. As age increases, however, 
the breaking down process (katabolism) gains the ascend-
ancy. It is a manifestation of the inability of the organism to 
neutralize or discharge the waste products of its own activity 
and ultimately, these stalemate it. The life of the organism 
may be terminated prematurely by one of the "horsemen of 
the Apocalypse": WAR; or, as it ages, by attrition by one or 
other of the "horsemen"—the bipolar evils of poverty or 
affluence. These destroy the individual organism. In a civil-
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ization they lead to the fatal disorders typical of social sen-
ility—muddle, meddle and a futile permissiveness. 
And what contribution does youth make to the progressive 
positive solution of the basic stalemate? 
Usually none, except that it triggers off a social and 
economic stocktaking. Youth has no answers to the essential 
problems. How could it have? Its voice is one of protest, 
resentment and rejection against the established and the com-
placent, who, they feel, have failed them. There is, of course, 
at first a universal inferiority complex in all of us, but it 
remains dominant among those who are dependent or in-
secure and it expresses itself in an over-compensation by 
exhibitionism—^by protest marches; destructiveness; slogans, 
banners and catchcries that deliberately deride accepted 
moral standards, beliefs or conventions, and glorify "dis-
sent." 
These puerile displays are false facades—they deceive only 
the sentimentalists (of whom, alas! there are far too many) 
but they can grow to grave proportions in an atmosphere of 
permissiveness, or where encouraged by impunity. 
This is not to say that the youth of today are deliberately 
intent on undermining the stability of the nation—far from 
it. On the contrary, the best of them are inspired by the 
feeling that they are pioneers leading their colleagues (and, 
indeed, the world) towards a better life of fulfUment. They 
are also convinced that no one ever saw or seized such an 
opportunity before! 
THE CONSTANT FACTOR 
Inexperience and ignorance of history sustain their naive 
enthusiasm, but the one constant over the ages is human 
nature. It does not change: man repeatedly ploughs the 
same furrow from epoch to epoch, and every revolt of youth 
follows the same pattern along its general lines and even in 
detail. The similarity of pattern is all the more striking when 
it is reaUzed, as I have just said, that the youth of today and 
their leaders (and not the youth alone but their elders also) 
are quite unfamUiar with the records of the earlier revolts of 
the last 2,000 years! 
(Was it not Hegel who said: "We learn nothing from his-
tory except that we learn nothing from history!") 
The similarity, in general, stems from the fact that revolts 
are always attacks upon the "Establishment"—the authorities 
—when the State, or Nation, or, indeed, Civihzation itself is 
brought face to face with a situation of universal insecurity, 
an impasse, from which there seems no visible escape but, 
rather, ever-increasing menace. 
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It is then that the "Have Nots" are ahgned against the 
"Haves"; the insecure, the dependent and the frustrated out-
face the seemingly secure and entrenched; and aU those who 
resent discipline or are deprived of adventure or feel fenced 
in whUe they crave self-expression and creative achievement, 
confront the representatives and the symbols of law and 
order defiantly. 
Resentment and anxiety escalate into fear; fear breeds 
panic and a growing mass-hysteria—mass hysteria is a 
pathological state simulating social hypnosis. The populace, 
deprived of wUl, reacts to demagogues, and rabble-rousers, 
hke a miUion-headed robot; violence and power struggles 
may erupt into civil discord or even civil war, and this then 
continues untU an iron hand from within or from without, en-
forces discipline again. 
It may be (a) a total and fatal collapse or (b) a local and 
temporary one. 
(a) Revolt carried to fatal lengths can best be exemplified 
by the situation in Ancient Rome in its closing century 1,500 
years ago. Time does not permit me other examples, but we 
are living in one! (Compare my comments on these ancient 
events with those that the papers provide daUy regarding the 
United States of America and "swinging England.") 
(b) To reinforce my assessment of Rome's total and final 
collapse, against a similar but local and limited^ revolt against 
an authority that proved unable to avert disaster, I trust you 
will permit me, then, to traverse briefly the story of the 
"Black Death" of 1348 and later years when the dominant 
power was not the Emperor but the Church. 
As for the similarity in detail to which I have referred, I 
propose to quote examples from various authorities and con-
temporary historians. These will include the doings of the 
factions or youth groups of ancient Rome, and ancient Con-
stantinople; eccentricities of dress and of nudity; dissonant 
music; debased art and theatre; the racing and gambling 
mania of the capitals of the Eastern and Western halves of 
the dying Empire of Rome; the Academy of free love; the 
Companies of the Free Mind; the Flagellants; the Bianchi; 
and their modern counterparts. 
They wiU emphasise, I think, the dictum that the first 
victim of overpowering insecurity and inescapable menace is 
chastity, for human nature—the constant factor—expresses 
itself first, in its most vital aspect of physical and mental pre-
occupation. 
The futility of the sentimental glorification of the objec-
tives of those of the youth who mix dissent with naive but 
vigorous action; and the contemptible abdication of authority 
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by their elders, I hope to iUustrate for you by a glancing 
reference to the various Children's Pilgrimages. 
Finally, there is the lesson to be drawn from aU this long 
parade, for you wiU, of course, notice that I have chosen 
from the past records, problems and reactions that are re-
actions and problems of the present. 
To avoid expressing my own prejudices, I shall rely on 
recognised historians, all of whom wrote many years ago, and 
included in their works the actual words of writers of nearly 
2,000 years past. In particular, I shall make free use of 
Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
(1781); History of European Morals from Augustus to Char-
lemagne by W. E. H. Lecky (1899); Roman Life and Man-
ners under the Early Empire" by Ludwig Friedlander trans-
lated by J. H. Freese and Leonard A Magnus (1909); 
Roman Society in the Last Century of the Western Empire 
by Samuel Dill (1898); and Roman Economic Conditions to 
the close of the Republic by E. H. Oliver (1907). 
INEVITABLE CREEPING COLLAPSE 
For the total collapse of a civUization consider first the 
rise, stalemate and final fall of Rome. 
Some seven or eight centuries before Christ, during one of 
the periods of world-wide tribal migration, an adventurous 
band of warriors under Romulus and Remus with their live-
stock, cattle, etc., seized a fertile valley in Italy between 
seven hills, built a stockade there and outfaced the Tuscans, 
the Sabines, the Samnites and the other hostile tribes already 
long-established in the Italian peninsula. Every man was a 
soldier, a farmer and a border raider, with a clannish loyalty 
and the other dour virtues of the Scots of our own day. 
They relentlessly pressed their neighbours back, defeated 
them, inter-married with them and won their admiration and 
alliance. In one century, they extended their control to the 
whole of the Italian peninsula; in one century more of bitter 
conflict, Rome became 'virtually mistress of the Mediter-
ranean by wresting the control of its African and Asian 
shores from the Carthaginians on the one hand and the 
Greeks on the other. In a mere twenty years after the battle 
of Zama which finally destroyed Carthaginian resistance, and 
after the battle of Pydna which overwhelmed Macedonia and 
the whole of the former Greek empire of Alexander the 
Great, Rome rose from relative poverty to almost fabulous 
wealth in gold, commerce, slaves, other spoils and all the 
trappings of an almost Oriental splendour. MeanwhUe she 
conquered Gaul and half Germany; the Balkans and the vast 
areas bordering the Danube and finally made herself mistress 
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of aU the known world of the day up to the frontiers of the 
barbarian hordes that lined its distant edges. 
Rome was firmly established as the world capital and the 
deified city was the centre of Roman religious worship. 
Roman law extended to all its territories (it is still the basis 
of the legal codes of most of Europe that grew up under i t) . 
It was rigid and provided the discipline that stabUised law 
and order for all men but it gave those who were born 
Roman citizens a privUeged and unique status; it protected 
the free men of allied states and it reduced all defeated 
peoples at the outset to slave status. 
But her acquisition of the whole vast area of Mediter-
ranean civUization, accompanied as it was by a tremendous 
growth in riches, was too sudden. Rome passed too quickly 
from frugality and patriarchal discipline to vast fortune with-
out any creative or sustained economic effort, on her part. 
Her victorious wars with literally millions of captives as well 
as incalculable riches in tribute and trade, insensibly paved 
the way to Rome's ruin morally and economically. 
Polybius {Histories: xxxii, 14) considered the critical 
battle of Pydna and the vast loot of Macedonia as the trigger 
point of the ultimate dissoluteness of Rome and this is 
strongly confirmed by many other writers like Sallust and 
Tacitus. VeUeius Paterculus (Veil. Pat. Il.i) wrote— 
"For \vhen their dread of Carthage was at an end and 
their rival in Empire was removed, the whole nation, 
deserting the course of virtue, went over to a career of 
vice not graduaUy but headlong; the old rules of conduct 
were renounced and new ones introduced and people 
turned themselves from activity to slumber; from arms to 
pleasure; and from business to idleness." 
Sallust's biting comment confirms this; he said— 
"The city populace had become disaffected for various 
reasons. For into Rome as the sink of the world had 
poured the leaders in crime and profligacy, with those 
whose fortunes dissipation had squandered, and, in a 
word, all whom vice or vUlainy had driven from their 
homes . . . In addition to this, there was the youth, who 
by manual labour had eked out a scanty existence in the 
country, and who now were tempted by the prospect of 
public and private largesses to prefer idleness in the city 
to unwelcome toil in the fields." 
As the rich became richer and the poor became poorer, 
the middle classes tended to disappear—a well-recognised 
sign of approaching revolt—and wealth, no matter how it 
was won, became almost the sole criterion of social status— 
as it is in the United States in our own day. Extravagant 
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competition between the new millionaire families led to 
exotic social trends, where, for example, types of rare fish 
each sold for more than the price of an ox; or a handsome 
male or female slave on sale, might be bid up by ostentatious 
competitors beyond the price of a farm. 
Varro (R.R. III. in. 10) wrote: 
"Not a soul but has several marine ponds joined 
together out of individual ponds, though they are expen-
sive to construct, expensive to stock and expensive to 
maintain." 
These extravagances corresponded to the swimming pools, 
the RoUs Royce, or the Mercedes Benz, with two or three 
other cars available in the garage, which are the social status 
symbols of the rich family today. An ostentatious waste was 
an important symbol of wealth. (Actually the fattening of 
sea fish in marine ponds in Varro's day if done with business-
like care, was ten times as lucrative as cultivating the land). 
Another extravagance that has a modem note, was the 
massive culture of flowers, among which violets and roses 
ranked highest in cost and as gifts, in this ancient version of: 
"Say it with flowers." 
INFLATION 
The immediate result of all this, of course, was galloping 
inflation. The unit of currency, the Troy pound of 12 
ounces (the as) was devalued to a sextans of 2 ounces, but 
in business exchanges it fell beyond this one-sixth to one-
tenth of its value. This fact increasingly drove small farm 
holders off their lands which were aggregated into larger and 
larger holdings {latifundia) by the rich. Free men were 
liable to military service—slaves were not—and so the rich 
employed slaves as laborers and herdsmen. The ownership 
of slaves brought them great gain also because of the multi-
tude of their offspring who multiplied throughout the whole 
country but the Italian peoples of the central peninsula, op-
pressed by poverty, taxes arid selective military service, 
dwindled in numbers and in strength. Because the land was 
increasingly held by the rich, and slaves instead of free men 
were used to till the soil, they sought refuge in the city in 
droves. 
To the competition of slave labour in Italy was added the 
competition of grain brought in from the outlying provinces 
of the empire—it poured in from SicUy and Sardinia; from 
Spain and Cyrenaica, lowered the local price by flooding the 
market and thus completed the ruin of the smaU landholders 
who simply walked off their small uneconomic farms. Corn 
and other grains ceased to be grown in Italy. The rich used 
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their lands to grow preferably, vines and olive-oU and ulti-
mately, to employ these former farmlands in huge areas for 
grazing and pasturage—or to let them lie fallow—The 
Roman was no longer a farmer. 
He was less and less a soldier, too. 
The Roman legions, camped for years on distant frontiers, 
lost touch with Rome; adopted local customs, gods, and 
beliefs and transferred their real allegiance to their army 
commanders. When the republic was convulsed by civil war 
under Sulla and Marius, and when later it submitted to the 
dictatorship of Julius Caesar and, finally, to Augustus who 
was really the first of its "twelve emperors," the legions came 
to realise that they held the key to kingship. What Caesar 
had done, any other army commander might do if he had the 
courage, the opportunity and the support of the legions. 
Before enlarging this aspect, however, let me return to the 
question of the millions of slaves of all races and of all 
degrees of education or lack of it, that infiltrated the cities 
from the provinces. Greater than the economic effect in sap-
ping the strength of the middle class, was its influence in 
whittling away the bases of the Roman character—conserva-
tive, clannish and moral—in an ever-increasing permissive-
ness. 
The "Histories" of Polybius set out in detail the story of 
the greatness of Greece some centuries earlier than the rise 
of Rome and relate Greek degeneration to the fatal disorders 
occasioned by its "hyper-democracy" and its internecine con-
flicts. Ultimately Rome had appeared: first, as a mediator; 
then as a mentor, and, finally, as a merciless conquereor (146 
B.C.). 
To the Greeks under Rome, the Romans appeared (and 
justly) as an aggressive, uncouth, ill-educated nation with 
little appreciation of the arts, sciences, ideologies or the finer 
things of life. 
Many of the younger Romans felt that this criticism was 
just. 
Vast numbers of educated Greeks were brought to Rome 
as slaves after the capture of Athens, Corinth, and other cen-
tres of Greek learning. They were recognised as competent 
to revise and amplify the education of the Romans, and as 
phUosophers, doctors, artists, dramatists, etc., they formed 
soon a ncM' and vast cultural sub-stratum. 
THE NEW ACADEMICS 
These new academics came ultimately indeed, to dominate 
completely the thinking of the young throughout the Roman 
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Empire, but they had been softened by two centuries of 
effeminacy, and their influence was wholly permissive. 
The virtue of the early Romans had expressed itself in 
military and patriotic enthusiasm—sentimentality was sub-
jugated to reason and convention—the open aim had been 
conquest. Among the Greeks the key note had long been 
scepticism; reason and convention were subordinated to sen-
timentality. This attitude slowly infUtrated all Roman 
society and led to a compromise policy of cosmopolitanism. 
As Lecky says: 
"The Romans, having acquired a vast dominion, were 
met by the great problem which every first-class power is 
called upon to solve—by what means can many communi-
ties with different languages, customs, characters and tradi-
tions be peaceably retained under one ruler . . . The 
Roman method of conciliation became, first of all, the 
most ample toleration of the customs, religions and muni-
cipal freedom of the conquered and, then, their gradual 
admission to the privileges of the conqueror." 
The rulers of the land, anxious to replace the senatorial 
famUies and their foUowers who had been decimated by the 
civU wars that left Augustus, "Prince, Proconsul and Impera-
tor", foUowed the growing vogue. Later Emperors, like the 
Antonines, founded great schools at Athens and elsewhere in 
which professors of grammar, rhetoric, politics and the great 
competing systems of philosophy, were maintained at public 
expense, for the instruction of cill youths of promise, not un-
hke the scholarship system at our present-day Universities. 
AFFINITY OF PHILOSOPHIES 
The phUosophies, fertile sources of friction and futility, 
show a remarkable affinity with those of today. The Stoics 
best expressed the solid virtues of the true Roman character 
though latterly they drifted with the tide. The Academics, 
Epicureans, Peripatetics, Cynics, etc., were fatigue products 
of so-called "democracy." They attacked and destroyed the 
decencies of custom and convention by sophistry; they con-
fused the youth of the day by glib catch-words or assump-
tions or queries to which they provided no answers, and 
stalemated progress by substituting the uncertainties of 
debate for apt action. 
The Academics insisted that nothing was necessarily true 
or real even if it was accepted as such by the general consent 
of mankind and that therefore there was no good nor evU 
and no essential guides to conduct but that these were mat-
ters for individual trial and error. 
The Epicureans denied anything except the material or 
109 
that there was any duty or relationship between persons in-
cluding parents or between man and god, whose existence as 
a particular Providence they rejected and ridiculed. They 
asserted that to live comfortably with Nature was to "pur-
sue happiness" (as in the American Declaration of Independ-
ence). Cicero and others stated that this degenerated 
quickly into mere sensual and sexual gratification, Epictetus 
(Mor. Disc. II. xx. 2-4) criticising both the "idle Academics" 
and the Epicureans, wrote: 
"What a misfortune it is when anyone, after having 
received from Nature standards and rules for the know-
ledge of truth, doth not strive to add to these . . . but, on 
the contrary, endeavours to take away and destroy what-
ever truths may be known" and added sarcastically: "Well 
done, philosopher! You have already reduced all the 
youth to a contempt of the deity. What! doth not this 
please you? Then, learn next, that justice is nothing; that 
shame is folly; that the paternal or filial relationship is 
nothing. Persist then—convince the youth, that there 
may be many more to think and talk like you!" 
The disastrous effects the phUosophers produced upon dis-
cipline and a sense of civic responsibility, finally led the em-
peror Domitian (who was himself assassinated) to banish all 
phUosophers—Nero had done it twice—all three orders were 
unenforceable. (One amusing and modern note was that to 
evade the law, many shaved off the beard, that was the 
recognised sign—perhaps the only sign!—of their claim to be 
a phUosopher or a student of one of the vociferous cults!) 
In the new fervour for "educational reform" and the re-
jection as "outmoded" of all the existing conservative courses 
of study of Roman schools, schools of the new type and 
syllabus were set up by patricians (anxious to appear to be 
in the vanguard of what was regarded as progress) at all the 
big cities of Italy, Greece, Asia Minor and Egypt, and fabu-
lous fees were paid to visiting lecturers. Herodes Atticus, 
for example, according to Gibbon, paid the sophist Palemo 
over £8,000 (which would be worth twenty times that 
amount in our money) for three orations. But the benefits 
fell far below the evils. 
Lecky points out that after the defeat and annexation of 
Greece by Rome and the loss of all political freedom, all 
their large cities had not only become the sources of witty 
and destructive scepticism upon every subject, but 
"had become centres of the wUdest corruption. Greek 
and Oriental captives were innumerable in Rome. Ionian 
slaves of surpassing beauty and Alexandrian slaves fam-
ous for their subtle skill in stimulating the jaded senses of 
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the confirmed and sated libertine, became the ornaments 
of every patrician house, and the companions and instruc-
tors of the young . . . The dangers (of intrusion into poh-
tics) drove the patricians still more generally from public 
life and drove them more and more into every extrava-
gance of sensuality . . ." 
As the rich became richer and the poor became poorer as 
mentioned, the unemployed and landless Itahans and all the 
youth of the day poured into Rome and sought to find pat-
rons who would subsidise them. With the relaxation of the 
laws of citizenship, once most jealously restricted, (CaracaUa 
made it avaUable to everyone within the borders of the Em-
pire) they were foUowed by the multi-racial scum of aU the 
known world, all also seeking to become pensioners on the 
State or a rich patron. They declared with one voice that 
Rome owed them a living and demanded the expansion of 
the free distribution of corn, wine and the oil that served for 
cooking, for soap and for other uses. The Emperor and the 
patricians in the hey-day of Roman opulence readUy and 
equally conceded their demands and vied with one another 
for their favour. It was a disastrous commencement of that 
first "welfare State." 
"HIPPIES" OF ANTIQUITY 
As Samuel DiU wrote in 1898: 
"The public distribution of corn and occasionaUy of 
money, was carried on to such an extent that, so far as the 
first necessaries of Ufe were concerned, the whole poor 
free population of Rome was supported gratuitously by the 
Government. To effect this distribution promptly and 
lavishly was the main object of the Imperial poUcy and its 
consequences were worse than could have resulted from 
the most extravagant poor laws or the most excessive 
charity. The mass of the people were supported in abso-
lute idleness by com which was given without any refer-
ence to desert, and was received not as a favour but as a 
right while gratuitous public amusements still further 
diverted them from labor . . . The destruction of aU pub-
hc spirit in a population so situated was complete and in-
evitable . . . All liberty was cheerfully bartered for corn 
and games {"bread and circuses") and the worst tyrant by 
these means could be sure of popularity." 
(These "hippies" of antiquity and the story of the first 
"welfare State" might give us cause to think.) 
But Nature struck back, as always. 
Population:—As with the decline in corn-land, so with the 
population. The multi-racial scum from Greece and the 
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countries of the Eastern Mediterranean had brought with 
them the homosexuality and every form of sexual perversion 
that flourished there and had shown the Roman youth that 
these had the advantage of sexual gratification without the 
threat of the burden of children. Hundreds of abortionists 
were the ancient counterpart of the "pill" of the present day. 
Any woman foolish enough to become pregnant, was aborted 
with little risk if she could afford it and, if not, the infant 
bom was allowed to die at birth or was exposed to the ele-
ments on a remote mountain-side or elsewhere. The public 
attitude towards homosexuality, perversions, abortion and 
infanticide was soon completely permissive, but these symp-
toms of degeneracy were ignored. 
The population, except among the virile barbarians on the 
borders, began to decline as rapidly as it threatens to do 
today in the western world. Their numbers fell with their 
dwindling birthrate, while those of the barbarians, on the 
borders, went up. 
The rulers were alarmed but the corrective legislation 
passed by the spineless Senate at the bidding of various Em-
perors, was completely ineffective. Every effort to revive 
agriculture and a free born farming population failed. No 
Emperor dared to chance the calamities and rebellion that 
would have followed a suspension or even a restriction of 
this food dole. 
The Emperor Augustus had found from the census that 
there were more unmarried than married Knights. 
In a passionate address, after warmly describing the 
advantages of married life and the famUy unit without evok-
ing more than dutiful applause, he promised various rewards 
and favours to married men. As for obstinate celibates, he 
thundered, he would not call them men; he must not call 
them citizens of Rome; he dared not call them Romans! It is 
men, he added, that make a city state, not massive blocks of 
multi-storied houses {insulae); not University discussion por-
ticoes like the Stoa; not market-places bereft of men. 
"We free our slaves to augment our citizen body; we 
share our citizenship among our allies, but it is not right 
nor seemly that the true Roman race should be blotted 
from the earth. You, yourselves, Romans of the original 
stock, desire that the race and name of Rome should 
perish with yourselves!" 
He put hea'vy encumbrances on those who did not marry; 
established rewards and categories of distinction for those 
who bore children (enrolling his own wife Livia in the group 
distinguished by having three chUdren) and classifications of 
honour to fathers of families. But the life-blood of the coun-
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try continued to drain away, for in the rat-race of that time, it 
was an advantage to be childless! 
Alexander Severus advanced money to young people to 
buy land, and agreed to long-term repayments without inter-
est in the form of farm produce. Pertinax settled young land-
less people on deserted land as full proprietors on the sole 
condition that they should tUl it. Marcus Aurelius, foUowed 
by Aurelian and by Valentinian in the relaxation of the 
former rigid rules, settled great numbers of barbarian cap-
tives on Italian soil as slaves, and compelled them to culti-
vate it. This introduction of large foreign elements into the 
heart of Italy was eventually one of the causes of Rome's 
final destruction. 
But nothing successfully recalled the youth of the day to 
the farm. 
DECLINE OF THE MARRIAGE BOND 
Another of the curious effects of the sexual permissiveness 
of the time has also a present-day flavour: the need or even 
the desirability of marriage was more and more questioned. 
Roman law had rigidly restricted formal marriage; no Roman 
could marry a woman who was or had been a slave; relaxa-
tion had permitted marriage reluctantly to freed women; now 
marriage even to a slave was permitted. 
The institution of marriage practically disappeared and did 
not re-appear until after more than two centuries of Chris-
tianity and then almost only among the upper classes. 
THE THEATRE AND THE DECLINE IN TASTE 
The corrupt influence of Greek and Levantine pseudo-
philosophers and panders showed itself in the amusements 
with which the rulers sought popularity, but these again were 
defiled by the changing life-pattern of the Romans and the in-
fluence of the generations brought up in idleness, on the dole. 
The Roman masses rejected the great Greek dramas and 
more and more replaced them by farces and mimes. 
Compared with the powerful excitement of horse racing 
and the gladiatorial shows, the theatre, Friedlander says: 
"could only draw its audience by ignoble means, rough 
jokes and sensual by-play: thus, far from counteracting the 
corruptive influences of circus and arena, it heightened 
them . . ." 
The entertainments provided were loosely constructed 
character sketches of everyday life, especially that of the low-
est classes—prostitutes, panders, cheats and criminals—and 
they also ridiculed foreign Ufe and derided religion. In one 
mime of Lentulus, an actor read the "will" of Jupiter (who 
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was said to be dead) to roars of amusement. Adultery and 
love affairs were increasingly the major themes and blows, 
abuse and slap-stick comedy dominated the presentation, as 
they do increasingly today. 
"The language," says Friedlander "was fuU of vulgar 
turns of expression and the humour coarse with an abun-
dance of grimaces, scurrilous gestures, and above all, 
grotesque dances to the flute . . . the mime, in fact, was the 
most frankly outrageous of the stage shows in immorality 
and obscenity . . . There and nowhere else women played 
women's parts, and at the request of the audience would 
throw off most or all of their garments to appear naked." 
Ovid, banished for obscenity, quite rightly objected to his 
poems being called immoral, while the Emperor and the 
Senate, women, girls and even children went to see mimes 
where the eye and the ear alike were assaulted by indecencies 
and where the lewdest scenes were the most applauded and 
best paid . . . Later there were scenes of adultery actually 
enacted; one, for example, where the cuckolded husband 
arrives home, "orders a slave to bring him a sword to kill the 
adulterer caught in the act"-—and then decides amid laughter 
to "take the case to court" for gain. Scenes of actual 
sodomy were also frequently enacted on the stage" . . . 
(It seems that "Hair", or "Oh, Calcutta", which have not 
yet reached that stage may already be "Old Hat!") 
The cultured, who really desired artistic drama, were too 
few to offset the immature masses and key-hole peepers who 
found in the farces some solace for their inferiority com-
plexes. The three great theatres of Rome that originally pro-
vided decent material failed. 
So far as tragedy was concerned it had no impact among 
masses brought up to see death inflicted in every form upon 
men (and even women) in the arena. Stage mimicry did not 
affect them even by the most horrible realism while idealised 
figures from history or classic literature merely attracted 
ribaldry. 
Music and dancing had always been essential parts of the 
stage but they too were victims of the decline of taste and the 
rank growth of vulgarity. 
OriginaUy they were separate, but, in time, they developed 
a double performance where one sang or shouted the words 
of a song, while one or more dancers, quite independently, 
went through a series of suggestive or "rhythmic movements 
of head, hand and body, bendings, turns and leaps" . . . Does 
this remind you of our "pop groups"? 
One example given in detail may exemplify this:— 
Nonnus, playing SUenus, leaps up on one toe and then on 
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the toes of both feet; takes his weight on his right foot and 
whirls his left up to his breast and shoulder; reverses it, to 
bend it round his back up to his neck and then, bent over 
backwards, whirls round so fast and furiously that his head 
seems to trace a circle on the stage. 
(To my mind, this degeneracy of art, music, and dancing 
was as significant a feature of 170 A.D. as it is of 1970). 
Time does not permit me to describe the gambling and 
racing mania that affected all classes; they are only too 
famUiar to us. 
Similarly, the atrocities of the amphitheatre are too remote 
from our experience to require description though, in incipi-
ent form, the same aggressive energy of youth today finds a 
minor outlet in Rugby League with its mounting casualties, 
assaults on umpires or referees and riots that invade the 
playing field; and in prize fighting. But there are two aspects 
upon which I must comment: one is the decline in military 
spirit among the youth of the Empire; and the other is the 
loss of any ideology and any moral guide lines. 
DECLINE IN MILITARY SPIRIT 
Under the Emperors, members of the leading famihes 
whose ancestors had spread the arms of Rome across the 
world and governed the areas so conquered, were now pro-
hibited from seeking army rank. The whole population was 
forbidden to own or carry weapons except by special permis-
sion. Thus, like us, they were defenceless except for the 
criminals who scoffed at the laws and were never without 
their concealed weapons. Barbarians formed the royal guard. 
Samuel Dill states that the profession of arms dechned in 
public esteem over three centuries of peace everywhere ex-
cept on the distant frontiers. But there was always an obhga-
tion to military service from 17 to 45. The youth of the day 
evaded it in every way. They assumed false names; they 
joined communities of monks; they hired out their services in 
other provinces. Military service, however, was a method of 
gaining citizenship, as in the United States of America and 
elsewhere, and thousands of barbarians staffed garrisons and 
were ultimately granted land in veteran soldier settlements all 
over the Empire. The highest military commands among 
these constantly swelling bands of mercenaries (for that is 
what they were) were finally held by Germans, trained in 
war by the Romans themselves and soon excelling their 
teachers. Ultimately they subverted the Empire. 
The military spirit almost vanished among the Roman 
youth, who had been bred up in indolence, indifference and 
irresponsibility and who had neither guide lines of loyalty nor 
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morality to direct them. As the frontiers of the Empire 
shrank towards the centre and as outlying province after pro-
vince was granted or seized self-government the royal com-
mand for enUstment was intensified but the desertions con-
tinuaUy exceeded the numbers of the untrained recruits 
forcibly enrolled. 
Roman law had liberalised—and over-liberahsed—penal-
ties but now the most savage penalties were revived and 
legahsed, e.g., by a law of 382 A.D. those who sheltered 
deserters as well as the absconders themselves were liable to 
be burnt alive! (This legislation was obviously futile as its 
repeated re-enactment reveals.) 
The youth of the day did not actually parade shouting 
"Ho! Ho! Ho! Chi Minh!" but in more insidious and uncon-
scious ways, they prepared to accept enslavement by the bar-
barian Goths. Three edicts of Honorius between 397 and 
416 A.D. forbade the wearing of the trousers with which the 
youth of the day imitated the northern barbarians—the 
enemies of Rome—discarding the toga (the formal Roman 
dress); forbade the wearing of shoulder-length hair like the 
Huns; or of fur coats of barbarian cut, within the precincts 
of the city. (These laws also proved incapable of enforce-
ment.) 
One of the most pathetic documents of the dying Empire 
is the letter of an aristocratic Roman in Gaul who had lost 
his lands and resources. He laments the fact that his daugh-
ters, like most of their age group, had dyed their hair yellow 
like the barbarian women (it had been obligatory formerly to 
distinguish prostitutes) and had vied for the favours of 
young barbarian soldiers. His son too, abandoning him and 
their nation, had adopted the trousers of the barbarians; had 
rubbed rancid butter in his hair as they did, and had eagerly 
sought and gained the position of armour-bearer to a popular 
platoon leader. The old man himself was glad to gain a 
slave's pittance as clerk to the illiterate Goth who had dis-
possessed him. 
(It is said that intuition, running ahead of events, leads 
nations to adopt the costume of a conqueror before the day 
of surrender. It is an intriguing thought to see the almost 
universal adoption among the women of the Western World 
of the slacks and the tunics midi or mini (the cheong sam, 
the pi sam and the sam fu) which are the typical and uni-
form dress styles of the Chinese). 
RELIGION 
In the name of cosmopolitanism an ecumenical attempt 
had been made to identify the gods of all religions with those 
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of the Roman pantheon but this had merely resulted in an 
increasing rejection of belief in all of them. In the debates 
upon philosophy Christianity had simply not figured—it was 
not considered a phUosophy but a mere denial of the estab-
lished religion of the State—an mipious rejection of Jupiter 
and the "Bona Dea." Its devotees were therefore regarded 
as "atheists" and "haters of mankind." They were thought 
of much as we think of Communists today. As time went on, 
however, their obstinate opposition to the Establishment and 
their refusal of the duties of soldier or citizen began to attract 
towards them increasing numbers of youths; women (some of 
them of the upper class); and slaves (some of them of the 
lowest class). 
In the very years when the great barbarian invasions were 
threatening the actual heart of the Empire St. Paulinus sent a 
remarkable reply {Paulinus: Epist. xxxv.) to a letter written 
to him by a soldier attracted towards Christianity but seeking 
further enlightenment. 
Paulinus replied: 
"that the aspiration after Christian perfection could be sat-
isfied only by a withdrawal from the contamination of the 
world and a complete renunciation of the duties of citizen-
ship. The love of a father or mother, of wife or chUd; the 
desire for riches or honour; or devotion to one's country 
are all barriers to the soul . . . the rich are condemned for 
ever and the soldier is a mere shedder of blood doomed to 
eternal torment. There is no way," said this rigid evan-
gelist sternly, "of serving both Christ and Caesar." 
Some historians, e.g. Renan, make this attitude respon-
sible for the resignation of the defence of the Empire to bar-
barian mercenaries; for the decay of industry and wealth; for 
the decline of letters and art; and for the darkness of a thous-
and years that followed the faU of Rome. 
This is far too sweeping a judgment; many causes contri-
buted, as I am trying to show, but it is true the Christians as 
the sternest opponents of the immorality of the time; the ex-
cesses of the rich; the corruption and permissiveness in all 
aspects of public and private life, came to be regarded in-
creasingly as the advocates of a new ideology in a society 
that had lost its own. 
Ultimately, when this new force overwhelmed the govern-
ment; disestablished the religion of the State, and destroyed 
the "Palladium"—the antique and venerated symbol that 
dated back a thousand years—Christianity suffered from ah 
the evils that resulted from the actions of politicians contend-
ing for power and bitter conflicts on theology between 
Arrians, Athanasians, and dozens of splinter groups. It was 
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several centuries before the real tenets of Christianity 
appeared in all their significance, as the basis for Rome's 
revival. 
THE TRADE GUILDS 
In the general relaxation of disciphne and the faUure of 
any enforcement of law and order, the trade guilds or labour 
unions of the day openly applauded the enemies of the State 
and even watched the vessels carrying the barbarian armies 
to the attack on Rome from the banks of the River Tiber and 
the offices of the guilds near Ostia, as though they were 
allies. Their disillusion and terror when they too were indis-
criminately slaughtered did nothing to save the capital they 
had betrayed. 
(Some twenty years ago at Ostia I explored the newly-made 
excavations which had brought to light again aU that 
remained of the guild offices of the various trade unions—the 
tiled floors with their official trade emblems, among them 
that of the naviculari; or maritime workers.) 
Groups, Gangs and "Revolutionary" factions: 
WhUe a general permissiveness had relaxed law and order 
there had been a great growth of small groups of youths and 
some of these had swelled to very considerable numbers and 
adopted names and colours. From small groups, nominally 
dedicated to sport, especially horse racing, and to reform, 
and to progress, they grew to be a menace. 
THE GREENS AND THE BLUES 
The Roman youth in the decline of the Empire were, like 
ourselves, "racing mad" but their mania produced also a 
series of factions which began to have political significance. 
Originally there was one for each season of the year distin-
guished by emblems or banners in particular colours. There 
were the albati—white—winter; russati—red—summer; 
prasini—green—autumn and veneti—sea-blue—spring. 
Begun more or less idly, the "Whites" and the "Reds" soon 
disappeared. 
The "Greens" and the "Blues" became more dominant 
and numerous untU, as Gibbon says: "The Roman people 
devoted their lives and fortunes to the colour they espoused." 
Ultimately Emperors like Caligula, Nero, Vitellius, Verus, 
Commodus, CaracaUa and Elagabalus enrolled themselves in 
one or other of the "Greens" or "Blues,"' degrading the 
status of their office and giving their chosen faction the dan-
gerous political flavour of imperial patronage. The aristo-
crats and sycophants frequented their stables; applauded 
their favourites; chastised their antagonists, and tried to 
attract the cheap applause of the mob by an affected imita-
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tion of the dress and mannerisms of some popular favourite 
of the day. 
In Constantinople two or three centuries later, the factions 
appeared with redoubled brashness and real menace, and 
there their religious differences so intensified their conflicts 
that they ultimately shook the foundations of the Government. 
ANCIENT "MODS" AND "ROCKERS" 
Attachment to the "Greens" or "Blues" (the "Mods" and 
"Rockers" of that ancient period) actuaUy invaded the peace 
of families, says Gibbon, divided friends and brothers; and 
tempted girls to join their lovers against their families or to 
desert their husbands for the gang. 
As this social phenomenon mounted to delirium. Gibbon 
continues: 
"Every law, either human or divine was trampled 
underfoot and so long as the faction was successful, its 
deluded followers appeared careless of private distress or 
public calamity . . . The support of the faction became 
necessary to every candidate for civil or ecclesiastical 
honours." 
The "Blues" supported the Emperor Justinian and, for 
over five years, he responded by protecting that faction even 
from the results of disorders and seasonal tumults that over-
awed the cities of the Eastern Empire. 
As always, the gang affected a particular "uniform." 
"Insolent with Royal favour the Blues affected to strike 
terror by a peculiar and barbaric dress; by the long hair of 
the Huns; by their tight sleeves and ample garments . . . In 
the night they boldly assembled in arms and in numerous 
bands prepared for every act of violence and rapine. Their 
adversaries of the Green faction or even inoffensive citizens 
met, were stripped and often murdered by these nocturnal 
ruffians. It became dangerous to wear any gold buttons or 
girdles or to appear at a late hour in the streets of the 
capital." 
(Newspaper reports from the United States have made 
similar situations famUiar at the present day.) 
The Roman police were told, as with us, to ignore or to 
play down the offences of these youthful vandals untU, to 
return to Gibbon: 
"A daring spirit, rising with impunity, proceeded to 
violate the safeguard of private houses and fire was used to 
facilitate the attack or to conceal the crimes of these 
factious rioters. No place was safe or sacred from their 
depredations; to gratify either avarice or revenge they 
profusely spilt the blood of the innocent . . . The dissolute 
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youth of Constantinople adopted the blue livery of dis-
order; the laws were silent; the bonds of society were 
relaxed; creditors were compeUed to resign their obliga-
tions; judges to reverse their sentences; masters to en-
franchise their slaves; fathers to supply the extravagances 
of their children; noble matrons were prostituted to the 
lust of their servants, and wives, unless they preferred a 
voluntary death, were ravished in the presence of their 
husbands." 
(Our motor-bike packs and gang-rapes have not as yet 
reached that stage—or have they?) 
The desperate Greens, outnumbered, attempted to fight 
back personaUy and through the courts but Gibbon adds: 
"Those ministers of justice who had courage to pun-
ish the crimes and to brave the resentment of the Blues 
became the victims of their indiscreet zeal. A Prefect of 
Constantinople fled for refuge to the holy sepulchre; a 
Count of the East was ignominiously whipped, and a Gov-
ernor of Cilicia was hanged over the tomb of two assassins 
whom he had condemned for the murder of his groom and 
for a daring attack upon his own life." 
The permissiveness that overlooked such atrocities more 
and more incited disorder until finally a climax was reached 
when a fire, started at the scene of a crime, spread to the 
whole suburb and beyond and Constantinople, the capital of 
the Eastern Roman Empire, burned for five days. The 
crowds of frenzied youths, rabble-rousers, academics and off-
beat monks and preachers attempted to seize the city and the 
Imperial Palace but failed for lack of leadership. They were 
ultimately trapped in the vast racecourse of the city (the 
Hippodrome). With its narrow exits and entrances closed, 
they were slaughtered by the gigantic Northemers and the 
other foreign guards of the terrified Emperor. It is said that 
30,000 died, among them many hundreds of innocents drawn 
to the centre of sensationalism like moths to a candle. 
The fall of the Roman Empire of the West was a tragedy 
drawn out over several centuries. Its spectacular aspects are 
typical of the reactions of youth faced by a future of pathless 
insecurity when only inevitable disaster seems to lie ahead 
and the dominant authority seems powerless. 
LOCAL AND LIMITED CATASTROPHIES 
The same influences and the same reactions occur at times 
when a nation or continent seems faced with inescapable dis-
aster. A dramatic example is the "Black Death"—the great 
plague of 1348 and later that kiUed a third of the whole 
population of Europe (some 100,000,000 people). 
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The "earthly Providence" of the time (to which everyone 
looked for aid and protection) was no longer the Emperor— 
nations were hardly formed—but the Church whose sway 
was nominally universal throughout Christendom. It had 
completely failed to meet the need, as was inevitable—^but 
the youth of the day refused to excuse its helplessness. 
I shall not traverse all the similarities of circumstance, but 
shall emphasize briefly the reactions of the public, drawing 
these from the contemporary accounts collected by Johannes 
Nohl (translated by Dr. C. H. Clarke) and published m 
1926 by George Allen and Unwin Ltd. of England. 
The first effect of the recognition that no security could be 
re-established by prayer and by the Church was a surprising 
reversion to devil worship, and sects like the "Luciferians." 
They were closely linked with the "Brethren of the Free 
Mind" and had many adherents among the lesser mendicant 
orders of priests. They affirmed that if God was actuaUy in 
Heaven it was by fraud, and that his unjust domination of 
the world would some day be replaced by the rule of "Luci-
fer, Star of the Morning," whom they worshipped with 
hymns and prayers. The "Dance of Death" originated at 
this time as also did some of the extant bas-reliefs in some of 
the cathedrals, representing kneeling figures doing homage to 
the devil. 
The terror inspired by the plague made the business of 
removing corpses and the sick, one that most people fled 
from; but young men of the criminal classes made it lucra-
tive. They penetrated the houses of terrified but still healthy 
people and threatened to drag husbands, wives or children to 
the plague hospital, unless they paid a heavy indemnity, and 
robbed, violated and blackmailed to their hearts' content, 
practising, says the chronicler, "all the arts of Hell on 
defenceless women and children and corpses." 
Before the outbreak of the Black Death the general dis-
solution of morality had already reached a high peak. 
"The greatest," reported Boccaccio, "worshipped volup-
tuousness in the most disgraceful manner and abandoned 
themselves not only to natural but to unnatural lust with-
out shame or restraint" . . . After the Black Death had 
swept away all law courts and police or officials, this 
became almost universal among all classes as death 
seemed their only possible future. 
"Without heed of what is decent or indecent the people 
live, guided only by their own instincts and do, by day or 
night, alone or in company, whatever their inclination may 
prompt them—and not only the laity." 
Many believed that the best preventive of infection was 
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to live as dissolute a life as possible, "to drink extensively, 
to have a good time, to wander from place to place with 
song and merriment and to laugh and jeer at what was 
bound to come." 
In Corsica in 1355 a community of women and goods was 
set up and described as "the advent of the Golden Age." 
Johannes and Albert of Bruenn, who were tried in the four-
teenth century, demonstrated that homosexuality became not 
only widespread, but that the Brethren of the Free Mind con-
sidered that: 
"if one brother desires to commit sodomy, he should do so 
without let or hindrance and without any sense of sin, 
since otherwise he would not be a Brother of the Free 
Mind" (Munich manuscript). 
The "Accademia d'amore" became celebrated: it was 
originally a company of young upper-class men who (as set 
out in the "Decameron") retired to a castle and fiUed their 
days and nights with stories, games and the pleasures of love. 
TERROR, AS LOOSENER OF RESTRAINT 
Numerous reports emphasise the erotic nature of terror. 
(Many of us can recall the unpremeditated promiscuity that 
went on in the underground railway subways during the 
bombing of London, among people who until that moment 
were strangers.) 
During the plague there was a great impulse to stripping 
and nudity and promiscuous living and it became the 
accepted vogue to go to bed without any night clothes. A 
"marrying mania" and equally precipitate divorce affected all 
classes and resulted in many most unsuited couplings. 
REACTION 
Contrary to the general promiscuity, the vogue of pilgrim-
ages of the Flagellants from 1348 to 1350 was a reaction that 
attracted enormous attention and inspired hopes for an 
abatement of the plague by penitence. When these women 
(and men) entered a town, they shed their clothes and, sing-
ing all kinds of curious songs, beat themselves with canes or 
scourges till the blood ran. 
In every town their entry was welcomed by peals of bells, 
singing, and huge crowds of excited penitents, who joined 
their procession two abreast. They were received everywhere 
with respect and hospitality. The men avoided all contact 
with other women, were not allowed to accept service from 
anyone; slept on straw with one small covering; were not 
allowed to buy anythine, or to take a bath, or to wash their 
heads, or to have their beards shaved. The vogue grew till 
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at Constance on 16 June 1349 there were more than 
42,000 present and a French chronicler reported that at 
Christmas that year in Hainault and Brabant more than 
80,000 FlageUants marched in street demonstrations. 
The Flagellant movement which was based definitely on 
the laity was an interesting attempt at self-help on the part of 
the people who, deeply disappointed by the Church and the 
terror and great distress of the Black Death, found the cour-
age for the first time to appeal to God directly supplicating 
help and salvation, without the intervention of the clergy. To 
the empty formalism and the sale of indulgences of the 
Church of that day (one of its worst periods) and the im-
morality of its representatives at that time who publicly in-
dulged in all excesses of lasciviousness, they opposed the 
bitter earnestness of repentance. 
The hymns of the Flagellants made a particular impression 
on the people as those hymns were the first sung by the laity 
of the congregation in their own language at divine worship 
which they had made public. 
Their fervour and popularity alarmed Pope Clement VI 
who banned the Flagellants and ordered all secular and mon-
astic clergy, as well as the laity, who had associated them-
selves with them, to stand aloof and never again to enter into 
any relations with them. This order was so unpopular that 
the bishops in various countries dared not proclaim it from 
the pulpit but left it to be issued by the military comman-
dants of the provinces. 
THE BIANCHI 
The same situation arose in respect of the Bianchi who, in 
1399, clad in long white robes and with veiled faces, entered 
Genoa. The enthusiasm of the people was without prece-
dent: 
"men, women, clergy, laity, great and small accompanied 
the procession; only the nuns were not permitted to leave 
their convents. The scene was one of indescribable fer-
vour," says the commentator. 
It was regarded as a miracle that everywhere the pro-
cession went, not only was the greatest impression produced 
but from the moment of its appearance all hostilities came to 
an end, at any rate for a short time. Scholars, solicitors, 
merchants, burghers, peasants all were carried away by the 
same enthusiasm and the same spirit of reconciliation was 
aroused in all. Ultimately this movement got out of hand, 
and was also prohibited by the Pope. It fell under the con-
trol of criminals. (One of its elders who called upon Pope 
Boniface to renounce his dignity was burnt at the stake.) 
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THE CRAVING FOR LEADERSHIP 
I have mentioned the tremendous popular acceptance of 
these two groups to demonstrate how desperately the public 
desired to find some body that would accept the responsibili-
ties that they had abdicated. 
The phenomenon that brings this most sharply into focus 
is the story of the Children's Pilgrimages. 
DANCING AND JIVING: THE HIPPIES OF 1374 A.D. 
Before deahng with that aspect, however, let me refer to 
the dancing mania that appeared first in 1374 in Germany 
and Flanders among the youth of the time. The dancers were 
believed by their contemporaries to be under diaboUc influ-
ence. They began in groups to dance and rush about frantic-
ally; groups of three would dance in one place half-a-day till 
they feU down from exhaustion. They moved from town to 
town collecting money from their jiving wherever they could 
procure any and, says the commentator "tempting many, 
both men and women, to sexual promiscuity." A Dutchman, 
Radulfus de Rivo, relates that they went about half-naked 
and wore wreaths of flowers in their hair and "danced as if 
possessed by devils." At Liege 
"many who up tiU then had been healthy in body and soul 
were suddenly seized as it were by demons, held out their 
hands to the dancers and joined in the dancing." 
In Italy, at the end of that same fourteenth century, a 
mania for dancing suddenly developed and spread; any music 
had an irresistible effect upon it. 
"They danced till they fell down as long as the music con-
tinued but if the drums and clarionets ceased these maniacs 
immediately let their joyfuUy agitated Umbs relax and sank 
sick and exhausted to the ground. 
Many had weird cravings, threw themselves into water or 
wells, or rolled in filth or found great relief in running. 
Otherwise modest maidens and matrons lost all sense of 
shame, howled, made indecent gestures, exposed the hid-
den parts of their bodies and so on." 
The dance macabre or Dance of Death was accompanied 
by beat music, with the harsh clang of pain, over-bold and 
deliberately introduced hard dissonances, and unexpected 
turns of harmony. 
THE CHILDREN'S PILGRIMAGES 
To return now from the hysterical enthusiasm of the main 
mass of the population for the Flagellants, the Bianchi, the 
dancers and their processions let a passing reference to the 
ChUdren's Pilgrimages take us back to 1212 A.D. The 
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Byzantine capital of Constantinople had just been taken by 
Venice (1204) and aU Christendom had been astounded and 
horrified by the sight of armies of Crusaders fighting other 
Crusaders who were often allied with infidel Saracens. 
Pope Innocent III was nerved to fresh efforts by the fail-
ures of four crusades and the pathos of the proposed Chil-
dren's Crusades. 
A shepherd boy named Stephen appeared in France and 
slowly proceeded south, thousands of young people following 
him in wagons. In every town dense crowds gathered weep-
ing with sentiment, feeding this army and blessing it, and 
urging it on "to save the Holy Sepulchre." At MarseiUes 
empty vessels waiting for cargo readily took aboard the 
thousands Stephen had promised to take dry shod to Jerusa-
lem. Meanwhile in Germany a young man called Nicolas 
from Cologne gathered 20,000 youths and maidens by like 
promises and led them towards Italy. "The very children 
put us to shame," wrote the Pope, "whUe we sleep they go 
forth gladly to conquer the Holy Land." 
But, alas! what did these pitiful pUgrimages accomphsh? 
It was hoped they would show the elders who^  had failed how 
the young could succeed. Their fate was as tragic and futile 
as their assumptions. 
Stephen's army was kidnapped by the shippers of Mar-
seUles and sold in their hundreds to the slave-dealers in 
Egypt; Nicolas' expedition was repeatedly attacked in the 
wild areas of what is now Jugoslavia—^the girls and boys who 
were worth-while were made captive, the rest were 
slaughtered. Finally, nothing was left but the legend of the 
Devil—the Pied Piper of Hamelin—^who had enticed away 
20,000 children of the land into the mountains that had then 
closed behind them for ever "for the broken promises of 
their fathers!" 
This has been the usual fate of so-called youthful solu-
tions, seized upon bv their fathers and their governments to 
excuse their own abdication of authority and obligation. 
I could multiply these incidents and their simUarities and 
significance vastly but time does not permit anything more 
than these inadequate glimpses. 
Do you see nothing significant for ourselves, however, in 
the examples I have set before you from the past? Do you 
recognize where we and the free world stand at present in 
this repeatedly recurring drama of life? I said, to begin with, 
that there are signs and symptoms of degeneracy always 
identifiable and if continued, inevitably leading to a revolt 
"of youth." Do you see none? 
Let me quote the words of Malcolm Muggeridge, harsh. 
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incisive, but true, in an address, after his resignation (on 
principle) as Rector of the University of Edinburgh, two 
years ago. He said; 
"One way and another, this ought to be a golden age 
for the arts. But is it? Scarcely. Far and away the 
greater part of these facilities are harnessed solely to the 
profit motive; which means that, in practice, they make 
their impact the easiest way—through the buUt-in urges of 
our way of life: sex, violence, and cupidity. Isn't it, for 
instance, a melancholy experience, travelling about the 
world, to notice on airports and railway stations the 
identical rows of paperbacks everywhere, all luridly and 
blatantly appealing to our basest and most degraded im-
pulses. 1 say nothing of the magazines. 
"In the theatre things are very much the same. Let a col-
lection of yahoos but take off their clothes, cavort about 
the stage and yeU obscenities, and a great breakthrough in 
dramatic art is aimounced and applauded. Have what pass 
for being art-forms ever before, I ask myself, been so 
drenched and impregnated with erotic obsessions; so in-
sanely preoccupied with our animal nature and its appe-
tites; so remote from any other considerations, intellectual, 
moral or spiritual—as are ours today? 
"There is no need to be mesmerised by the motley pro-
cession of writers, critics, crazed clerics and other miscel-
laneous intelligentsia prepared at the drop of a hat to 
pronounce the latest outpouring of sub-standard smut an 
essential contribution to contemporary letters. 
"AU this vast expensive edifice of public culture—the 
Arts CouncU, the National Theatre, the B.B.C., etc., the 
ever-multiplying and ever-growing universities where the 
half-baked and the half-hearted sit uneasily together . . . 
and out of it all, coming what? A sex-ridden, fear-ridden, 
neurotic and essentially unstable society." 
And is there no answer? Is the breakdown of our civiliza-
tion as we know it, inevitable historically as the Communists 
say? Of course not! 
It is true that we have seen the same condition of chaos 
and futility in Italy before Mussolini; in Germany after 
Weimar and before Hitler; in Portugal before Salazar; in 
Spain before France; in China before Mao Tse-tung, and 
even more dramatically the situations in the so-called 
"emerging" countries with their reversal to tribalism. The 
situation as recorded daily in the newspapers from the 
Western World, its city masses and its universities, cannot 
be met by the excuse that these are the birth pangs of a "per-
missive society." (The term itself is an absurd contradiction: 
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a society is a group voluntarily accepting certain rules and 
conventions; permissiveness, as its meaning indicates, rejects 
fixed rules and conventions.) 
The most vigorous efforts in world history to provide for 
the youth of the world the best of educations; to brmg to the 
surface the solutions youth is predicted to have inherent in its 
intuition, have produced no new Utopian type. On the con-
trary this mountain of effort in labour has produced youth's 
response—a response as old as humanity—the escapism of 
dope and sex. 
THE PANACEA IS DISCIPLINE 
I said when beginning this address that these situations 
will continue until an iron hand imposes disciphne—law and 
order, if you prefer the term—from within or from without, 
which means by us or against us. Two thousand years of 
history (indeed all recorded history) confirm it. 
But Time is our enemy if we are deluded into compromises 
that precede disaster. 
Muggeridge has plainly set out the causes—does that not 
also suggest the remedy, if one can eiUist the help of aU men 
of goodwill? I am old, this may be my swan song, but I 
leave with you sincerely this message from a saying of 
Colton, which I have used before. He said: 
"He that hath made Time his friend, has nothing to fear 
from his enemies; 
But he that hath made Time his enemy, has nothing to 
hope from his friends." 
